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Romans 12:1-21




   
             

 Key Verse 12:1







        
In this passage the Apostle Paul says that in view of the great work (of salvation) for sinners, we must offer ourselves to God as living sacrifices, so that God would equip us and use us for his glory and for the blessing of all peoples on earth.

1. 
Skim through chapter 12. What does the word "Therefore" (in verse 1) indicate about the relationship between the messages included in this chapter and what Paul wrote in the previous chapters (1-11)?

** This chapter (along with chapters 13-16) talks about the issue of "what" (we ought to do), whereas chapters 1-11 talk about the issue of "why" [we ought to do what we ought to do.] In summary, Paul says (in this chapter and beyond) we must give ourselves to God fully in view of the work of salvation that comes to us by the grace found in Jesus Christ.  

2. 
How would you subdivide chapter 12 [according to meanings]? Give a sub-title to each sub-division.
** Maybe in three segments:

1) vs. 1-2a: our devotion to God

2) vs. 2b-8: God's gifts to us [as a result of our devotion to him]

3) vs. 9-21: our service to the people [of this world both inside and outside of the church]

3.
What do you think this passage encourages us to do as an expression of our thanks to God for his mercy upon us? 

** It encourages me to offer myself to God as a living sacrifice so He could use me to serve him according to his good purpose.  
** 
Write a Bible testimony on how you can practically express your thanks to God for his loving grace upon your life this Thanksgiving season.






