 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
You Also Must Be Ready

Matthew 24:1-51

Key Verse 24:44

1. 
In the conversation between Jesus and His disciples (beginning in verse 1), the disciples see things differently than Jesus does.  What does the expression “the beginning of birth pains” in verse 8 indicate about the hope we have in spite of the many confusing things happening in the world? (Isaiah 65:17, 66:22; Revelation 21:5; Romans 8:22-25) 

2. 
Verses 9-14 say that the end will come when “the gospel of the kingdom [has been] preached in the whole world.”  What does this tell us about God’s will for: 1) all people on earth [despite their hostility to the gospel and its servants]; and 2) the servants of the gospel?

3. 
Consider the events predicted in verses 15-28.  This passage begins with “the abomination that causes desolation” standing in the holy place and ends with vultures gathering wherever there is a carcass.  What does this passage suggest about: 1) the cause of the end times and 2) the general condition of the people at that time?  What will the Lord do for the elect in those days?  What wisdom do the following phrases teach us who live in the 21st century: 1) “flee” (v. 16); 2) “Let no one…go down…[or] back” (vs. 17-18); and 3) “flight” (v. 20).  (verse 25; Matthew 6:21,33; 1 Peter 1:1,17)

4. 
Verses 29-31 say that at Jesus’ second coming, while all nations mourn, His elect will be gathered to Him.  What differentiates those who mourn from those who are gathered to Him? (Matthew 13:23)  What does this passage tell Christians to do? (Hebrews 9:24-28) 

5. 
In verses 32-44 we find phrases such as “you know,” “no one knows,” “they knew nothing,” and “you do not know.”  What do you think Jesus wants to teach us through these phrases? (v. 42)

6. 
Compare the disciples’ question in verse 3 with Jesus’ question in verse 45.  Why do you think Jesus finished His discourse in chapter 24 with this question? 

7. 
Verses 46-51 contrast the reward for a good and faithful servant with the punishment for a wicked servant.  What is the difference?  What does this passage teach about the way to be ready for the second coming of Jesus Christ?




