The Sun of Righteousness



Malachi 4:1-6
Key 4:2

1. Read verse 1. What is the "day" referred to in this verse? (see also Malachi 3:2, 17-18) What will that day be like for the arrogant and evil doers? Why does the LORD specifically mention the "arrogant"? What does it mean that "every evil-doer will be stubble"?

2. Read verse 2. How will that day be different for those who revere God's name? What does "the sun of righteousness" refer to? Why is "healing" so important? What will life be like for those who are healed? 

3. Read verse 3. What role will those who are healed play in God's judgment (see also Deuteronomy 7:1-2)? How might people misunderstand this verse? How can we understand it properly? (see also 1 Corinthians 13:8-12)

4. Read verse 4. In light of the whole passage, why does the LORD encourage the people to remember the law of Moses? (see also Matthew 5:17-20) How is this related to revering God's name?

5. Read verses 5-6. Who does God promise to send before "that great and dreadful day"? Who does "Elijah" refer to? (see Matthew 11:11-14) Why did God first send this servant (6)? In what sense do Christians share in Elijah's mission? (see also Mark 16:15-16)

