MY EYES HAVE SEEN YOUR SALVATION
Luke 2:21-38

Key Verse 2:30

	1.
	The origin of circumcision in verse 21 goes back to the day of Abraham in Genesis. Why did God command Abraham and his descendants to do this? (Genesis 17:7,11-12; Romans 4:13-17) 


	2.
	In verses 22-24, Jesus’ parents consecrated Jesus to the Lord and made offerings as prescribed by the law of Moses. In what respect might this have been a difficult command for a parent to obey? Yet, why did God command them to do this? (Exodus 13:14-16)


	3.
	Think about the joy of salvation Simeon experienced in verses 25-32. How did he come to receive this joy? What can we learn from him about the way to participate in God’s work of salvation? 


	4.
	Memorize verses 30-31. The expression “your salvation” means “God’s salvation”. In what respect does the baby in the arm of Simeon represent “God’s salvation”? What does this passage teach us about the way God saves man? 


	5.
	Consider what Simeon said to Mary in verses 33-35. Why would anyone “fall” or “rise” because of Jesus? (2Pe 2:6-8) The expression “a sign that will be spoken against” indicates that the way of Jesus is not popular among many. Why do many hate Jesus and his teachings? What does the expression, “a sword will pierce your own soul too” indicate about the way God saves sinners? (John 19:25-27)


	6.
	Skim through verses 36-38 and think about the expression, “She never left the temple but worshipped night and day, fasting and praying.” In what respect might it have been difficult for the woman to do this? Yet, how did the Lord reward her?  


	7.
	Read verse 38. What does the “redemption of Jerusalem” mean? (Isaiah 40:2; 52:9; Ezekiel 5:5; John 17:23)



