SERVE GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART


Joshua 22:1-34
Key Verse 5
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
[bookmark: _2afdmnu3jhfi]“But be very careful to keep the commandment and the law that Moses the servant of the Lord gave you: to love the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to him, to keep his commands, to hold fast to him and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul”
[bookmark: _t6eht5adznxe]
[bookmark: _aeiq02lwlxm1]
[bookmark: _bla2sjwdh3p]
[bookmark: _hs45cyk6fz9c]
[bookmark: _a18gpw8hs64t]Introduction
[bookmark: _taghaz3nvxza][image: Image result for serve god with all your heart, joshua 22]
[bookmark: _utgcx2ycozrd]   Today’s passage is about the crisis of the Israelites and how they resolved it. Today’s passage reminds us of the difference between perception and reality. Perception is defined as “a way of regarding, understanding, or interpreting something; a mental impression.” Reality is defined as “the world or the state of things as they actually exist, as opposed to an idealistic or notional idea of them.” But still perception can break the unity. As we study today’s passage, let us learn of godly wisdom to have true unity.
[bookmark: _utgcx2ycozrd]
[bookmark: _c0po4i1gqegl]
[bookmark: _5dw6llzazu0e]
[bookmark: _3uxoa52nz2aw]1.	Read verses 1-8. How did Joshua admonish the Reubenites, the Gadites and the 
[bookmark: _wzzo8rhltxad]half-tribe of Manasseh? (1-5) How did he bless them? (6-8)
[bookmark: _ceieheuemkq2]
[bookmark: _7qf90ixzv2cs]
[bookmark: _3uxoa52nz2aw]1-1, Read verses 1-8. 
[bookmark: _meszo5ylh7c4]
[bookmark: _cinxav55kixg]   Then Joshua summoned the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh 2 and said to them, “You have done all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded, and you have obeyed me in everything I commanded. 3 For a long time now—to this very day—you have not deserted your fellow Israelites but have carried out the mission the Lord your God gave you. 4 Now that the Lord your God has given them rest as he promised, return to your homes in the land that Moses the servant of the Lord gave you on the other side of the Jordan. 5 But be very careful to keep the commandment and the law that Moses the servant of the Lord gave you: to love the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to him, to keep his commands, to hold fast to him and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.” 6 Then Joshua blessed them and sent them away, and they went to their homes. 7 (To the half-tribe of Manasseh Moses had given land in Bashan, and to the other half of the tribe Joshua gave land on the west side of the Jordan along with their fellow Israelites.) When Joshua sent them home, he blessed them, 8 saying, “Return to your homes with your great wealth—with large herds of livestock, with silver, gold, bronze and iron, and a great quantity of clothing—and divide the plunder from your enemies with your fellow Israelites.”
[bookmark: _bn98yz9jt5le]
[bookmark: _vvrccn2aywj7]
[bookmark: _3uxoa52nz2aw]1-2, How did Joshua admonish the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh? (1-5) 
[bookmark: _twih5giktxmf]
[bookmark: _ovksmky9llqp]
[bookmark: _c2eir447q5ux]Then Joshua summoned the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh 2 and said to them, “You have done all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded, and you have obeyed me in everything I commanded. 3 For a long time now—to this very day—you have not deserted your fellow Israelites but have carried out the mission the Lord your God gave you. 4 Now that the Lord your God has given them rest as he promised, return to your homes in the land that Moses the servant of the Lord gave you on the other side of the Jordan. 5 But be very careful to keep the commandment and the law that Moses the servant of the Lord gave you: to love the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to him, to keep his commands, to hold fast to him and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.” 
[bookmark: _rqhcuztcu4um]
[bookmark: _87apcta040m6]
· [bookmark: _19nl4tmep5j1]About 7 year conquest war was finally over and the Israelites divided the land. It was the time for the tribes of Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh to return to their lands, east side of the Jordan. 
· [bookmark: _g2h288ah7og3]They joined the conquest war willingly in obedience to God and his servant Moses and in love for their brethren. They had left their families on the other side of the Jordan and engaged in the war for the 9 and ½ tribes in the Promised Land. 
· [bookmark: _7k2gvsjtowy5]During that time of the long war, they had not deserted to their families. Rather, they remained faithful to give their help to their brethren. 
· [bookmark: _whodeaffdvhu]And now Joshua sent them with an honorable discharge. As sending them home, Joshua also gave them the words of advice in verse 5.
· [bookmark: _7r6p8ik9wl9t]Joshua was like a loving father. He wanted them to have their priority in life that was to keep the commandment and the law, to love God and serve him with all their heart and soul. 
· [bookmark: _q76oq4thciui]We can understand why Joshua gave these words to them. They would be separated from their brethren in the Promised Land. They would be isolated. 
· [bookmark: _dh4zklfwhlzc]They would live among godless gentiles who could give them fatal godless influences. 
· [bookmark: _1h65sk6h0no9]They would be far away from the tabernacle where they could worship God and have clear identity as God’s people. 
[bookmark: _whodeaffdvhu]
[bookmark: _3zp81qmx26wg]
[bookmark: _x04uoz7i5pw7]1-3, How did he bless them? (6-8)
[bookmark: _qg44zr34i898]
[bookmark: _c2eir447q5ux]6 Then Joshua blessed them and sent them away, and they went to their homes. 7 (To the half-tribe of Manasseh Moses had given land in Bashan, and to the other half of the tribe Joshua gave land on the west side of the Jordan along with their fellow Israelites.) When Joshua sent them home, he blessed them, 8 saying, “Return to your homes with your great wealth—with large herds of livestock, with silver, gold, bronze and iron, and a great quantity of clothing—and divide the plunder from your enemies with your fellow Israelites.”
[bookmark: _scfj0slp6awh]
[bookmark: _ybzlcj7z8i8f]
[bookmark: _g85fuhexcfli]
[bookmark: _tg0hx3vvkh8i]
[bookmark: _p64dgae870e8]2.	Read verses 9-20.  What kind of altar did the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the 
[bookmark: _s3unh7irprw1]	half tribe of Manasseh build? (9-10)  How did the Israelites respond and why? 
[bookmark: _vhzh48xxm28u](11-12)  How did the representative of the Israelites who were sent appeal to 
[bookmark: _ws3ed65tlxyy]them? (13-20)
[bookmark: _hbdwfj7qbep8]
[bookmark: _i8zlfl1w89le]
[bookmark: _p64dgae870e8]2-1, Read verses 9-20.  
[bookmark: _57niht2315ni]
[bookmark: _zcg4ixb06zy8]
[bookmark: _gvojd4ehf26w]9 So the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh left the Israelites at Shiloh in Canaan to return to Gilead, their own land, which they had acquired in accordance with the command of the Lord through Moses. 10 When they came to Geliloth near the Jordan in the land of Canaan, the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh built an imposing altar there by the Jordan. 11 And when the Israelites heard that they had built the altar on the border of Canaan at Geliloth near the Jordan on the Israelite side,12 the whole assembly of Israel gathered at Shiloh to go to war against them. 13 So the Israelites sent Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, to the land of Gilead—to Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 14 With him they sent ten of the chief men, one from each of the tribes of Israel, each the head of a family division among the Israelite clans. 15 When they went to Gilead—to Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh—they said to them: 16 “The whole assembly of the Lord says: ‘How could you break faith with the God of Israel like this? How could you turn away from the Lord and build yourselves an altar in rebellion against him now? 17 Was not the sin of Peor enough for us? Up to this very day we have not cleansed ourselves from that sin, even though a plague fell on the community of the Lord! 18 And are you now turning away from the Lord? “‘If you rebel against the Lord today, tomorrow he will be angry with the whole community of Israel. 19 If the land you possess is defiled, come over to the Lord’s land, where the Lord’s tabernacle stands, and share the land with us. But do not rebel against the Lord or against us by building an altar for yourselves, other than the altar of the Lord our God. 20 When Achan son of Zerah was unfaithful in regard to the devoted things,[a] did not wrath come on the whole community of Israel? He was not the only one who died for his sin.’”
[bookmark: _gvojd4ehf26w]
[bookmark: _lt428j8y0vrf]
[bookmark: _vddndumsr978]2-2, What kind of altar did the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh build? (9-10)  
[bookmark: _5ylxp6zdvle0]
9 So the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh left the Israelites at Shiloh in Canaan to return to Gilead, their own land, which they had acquired in accordance with the command of the Lord through Moses. 10 When they came to Geliloth near the Jordan in the land of Canaan, the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh built an imposing altar there by the Jordan. 

· The tribes left the Israelites at Shiloh in Canaan to return to Gilead. But at Geliloth in the land of Canaan, they built an imposing altar there by the Jordan. 


[bookmark: _vl02s8x5yqz]2-3, How did the Israelites respond and why? (11-12)  
[bookmark: _vxatn7rzoj5p]
[bookmark: _oev210szudhl]
11 And when the Israelites heard that they had built the altar on the border of Canaan at Geliloth near the Jordan on the Israelite side, 12 the whole assembly of Israel gathered at Shiloh to go to war against them.

· The Israelites heard it and gathered at Shiloh to go to war against them. But according to Deuteronomy 12:13-14, it was strictly forbidden. 

 “Be careful not to sacrifice your burnt offerings anywhere you please. 14 Offer them only at the place the Lord will choose in one of your tribes, and there observe everything I command you.”

· God knew sinners’ tendency to worship idols. So God wanted them to worship in one place he chose so that they could keep religious purity and unity. 
· Worship in one place could keep them from idolatry and division. According to the law of God, there should be only one altar, not two. 
· So hearing the news that they built another altar, the Israelites were ready to go to war against them. Israel was on the verge of civil war.



[bookmark: _5cfh2bh7xpeq]2-4, How did the representative of the Israelites who were sent appeal to them?  (13-20)?
[bookmark: _ek22x5p784hl]
[bookmark: _yt08h2nu8sic]
13 So the Israelites sent Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, to the land of Gilead—to Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 14 With him they sent ten of the chief men, one from each of the tribes of Israel, each the head of a family division among the Israelite clans. 15 When they went to Gilead—to Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh—they said to them: 16 “The whole assembly of the Lord says: ‘How could you break faith with the God of Israel like this? How could you turn away from the Lord and build yourselves an altar in rebellion against him now? 17 Was not the sin of Peor enough for us? Up to this very day we have not cleansed ourselves from that sin, even though a plague fell on the community of the Lord! 18 And are you now turning away from the Lord? “‘If you rebel against the Lord today, tomorrow he will be angry with the whole community of Israel. 19 If the land you possess is defiled, come over to the Lord’s land, where the Lord’s tabernacle stands, and share the land with us. But do not rebel against the Lord or against us by building an altar for yourselves, other than the altar of the Lord our God. 20 When Achan son of Zerah was unfaithful in regard to the devoted things, did not wrath come on the whole community of Israel? He was not the only one who died for his sin.’”

· The Israelites sent Phinehas the priest and ten of the tribal leaders to them to investigate what was going on. On arriving there they asked many questions.
· The delegates told them that building another altar is to break faith with God and rebellion against him. 
· Then they reminded them of the sin of Peor that some Israelites fell into idolatry and immorality with Moabite women, and God sent a plague. (Num 25). 
· They also mentioned the sin of Achan who had hidden the “devoted things to God” in his tent and 36 soldiers died during the battle against Ai as a consequence. 
· The whole Israelites were afraid of God’s judgment because of their rebellion and idolatry. So these delegates spoke to them directly pointing out their wicked act. 
· [bookmark: _3sljfpn0zu8]They also showed their love for them by offering to share their own land. They were willing to share their one bedroom apartment with them if that would help the eastern tribes turn their hearts back to the one true God and serve him only. 
· [bookmark: _htc091j286pc]They were willing to sacrifice themselves to accommodate their fellow brethren of the Eastern tribes. That’s genuine and costly love.
[bookmark: _xzugijzdgi4g]
[bookmark: _de5pan8nfuw4]
[bookmark: _obsevkrenkob]
[bookmark: _dv1k2cjduysf]3.	Read verses 21-34. How did Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh reply 
[bookmark: _2o90rwgtu4h2]to the heads of the clans of Israel (21-29)? How was it resolved (30-34)? What 
[bookmark: _doe0n5hm8ju2]does this show about all the tribes of Israel?
[bookmark: _2fidxm3zaev]
[bookmark: _p5wmh7u7h7cy]
[bookmark: _dv1k2cjduysf]3-1, Read verses 21-34. 
[bookmark: _uacq1s2dpzbt]
[bookmark: _gvojd4ehf26w] Then Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh replied to the heads of the clans of Israel: 22 “The Mighty One, God, the Lord! The Mighty One, God, the Lord! He knows! And let Israel know! If this has been in rebellion or disobedience to the Lord, do not spare us this day. 23 If we have built our own altar to turn away from the Lord and to offer burnt offerings and grain offerings, or to sacrifice fellowship offerings on it, may the Lord himself call us to account. 24 “No! We did it for fear that someday your descendants might say to ours, ‘What do you have to do with the Lord, the God of Israel? 25 The Lord has made the Jordan a boundary between us and you—you Reubenites and Gadites! You have no share in the Lord.’ So your descendants might cause ours to stop fearing the Lord. 26 “That is why we said, ‘Let us get ready and build an altar—but not for burnt offerings or sacrifices.’27 On the contrary, it is to be a witness between us and you and the generations that follow, that we will worship the Lord at his sanctuary with our burnt offerings, sacrifices and fellowship offerings. Then in the future your descendants will not be able to say to ours, ‘You have no share in the Lord.’ 28 “And we said, ‘If they ever say this to us, or to our descendants, we will answer: Look at the replica of the Lord’s altar, which our ancestors built, not for burnt offerings and sacrifices, but as a witness between us and you.’ 29 “Far be it from us to rebel against the Lord and turn away from him today by building an altar for burnt offerings, grain offerings and sacrifices, other than the altar of the Lord our God that stands before his tabernacle.” 30 When Phinehas the priest and the leaders of the community—the heads of the clans of the Israelites—heard what Reuben, Gad and Manasseh had to say, they were pleased. 31 And Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, said to Reuben, Gad and Manasseh, “Today we know that the Lord is with us, because you have not been unfaithful to the Lord in this matter. Now you have rescued the Israelites from the Lord’s hand.” 32 Then Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, and the leaders returned to Canaan from their meeting with the Reubenites and Gadites in Gilead and reported to the Israelites. 33 They were glad to hear the report and praised God. And they talked no more about going to war against them to devastate the country where the Reubenites and the Gadites lived. 34 And the Reubenites and the Gadites gave the altar this name: A Witness Between Us—that the Lord is God.
[bookmark: _k2sgu3aumpwr]
[bookmark: _63omdhjii6k1]
[bookmark: _dv1k2cjduysf]3-2, How did Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh reply to the heads of the clans of Israel (21-29)? 
[bookmark: _go6gfnc1hiqc]
 Then Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh replied to the heads of the clans of Israel: 22 “The Mighty One, God, the Lord! The Mighty One, God, the Lord! He knows! And let Israel know! If this has been in rebellion or disobedience to the Lord, do not spare us this day. 23 If we have built our own altar to turn away from the Lord and to offer burnt offerings and grain offerings, or to sacrifice fellowship offerings on it, may the Lord himself call us to account.
24 “No! We did it for fear that someday your descendants might say to ours, ‘What do you have to do with the Lord, the God of Israel? 25 The Lord has made the Jordan a boundary between us and you—you Reubenites and Gadites! You have no share in the Lord.’ So your descendants might cause ours to stop fearing the Lord.
26 “That is why we said, ‘Let us get ready and build an altar—but not for burnt offerings or sacrifices.’27 On the contrary, it is to be a witness between us and you and the generations that follow, that we will worship the Lord at his sanctuary with our burnt offerings, sacrifices and fellowship offerings. Then in the future your descendants will not be able to say to ours, ‘You have no share in the Lord.’
28 “And we said, ‘If they ever say this to us, or to our descendants, we will answer: Look at the replica of the Lord’s altar, which our ancestors built, not for burnt offerings and sacrifices, but as a witness between us and you.’
29 “Far be it from us to rebel against the Lord and turn away from him today by building an altar for burnt offerings, grain offerings and sacrifices, other than the altar of the Lord our God that stands before his tabernacle.”
[bookmark: _3sljfpn0zu8]
· [bookmark: _bxt1u2a9ff6k]They could say, “Mind your own business and back off.” Or “How dare you judge us who had been shedding our sweat and blood for you guys.” 
· [bookmark: _83hfikxqx3wg]Instead they calmly explained about the altar. Firstly they made a confession of faith in God, saying, “The Mighty One, God, the Lord!” twice.
· [bookmark: _2akw6ocyfucq]Then they said, “If this has been in rebellion or disobedience to the Lord, do not spare us this day. If we have built our own altar to turn away from the Lord and to offer burnt offerings and grain offerings, or to sacrifice fellowship offerings on it, may the Lord himself call us to account” (22-23). 
· [bookmark: _n7eaksucvj50]In their confession, we can see clearly that they agreed with the delegates’ stand that that they cannot worship God in a different altar. 
· [bookmark: _o4aaxm56z7ws]They explained why they built an altar there. Let’s listen to them in verses 24-29. According to their explanation, they built the altar because they feared someday the descendants of 9 ½ tribes in the Promised Land would say to the descendants of the Eastern tribes that they had nothing to do with the God of Israel and have no share in the Lord. 
· [bookmark: _msl65u40dkus]And as a result their own descendants would fear God no longer and live like godless gentiles. So they build it as a witness between the descendants of the Western tribes and Eastern tribes. 
[bookmark: _suw77ss184bu]
[bookmark: _3nswq05ptw8e]
[bookmark: _4pyzmeoheuup]3-3, How was it resolved (30-34)? 
[bookmark: _c2eir447q5ux]
 When Phinehas the priest and the leaders of the community—the heads of the clans of the Israelites—heard what Reuben, Gad and Manasseh had to say, they were pleased. 31 And Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, said to Reuben, Gad and Manasseh, “Today we know that the Lord is with us, because you have not been unfaithful to the Lord in this matter. Now you have rescued the Israelites from the Lord’s hand.”
32 Then Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, and the leaders returned to Canaan from their meeting with the Reubenites and Gadites in Gilead and reported to the Israelites. 33 They were glad to hear the report and praised God. And they talked no more about going to war against them to devastate the country where the Reubenites and the Gadites lived.
34 And the Reubenites and the Gadites gave the altar this name: A Witness Between Us—that the Lord is God.
[bookmark: _s335pmp734jb]
· [bookmark: _s335pmp734jb]After hearing their explanation, Phinehas and the leaders from the Western tribes were pleased because the Eastern tribes built it to plant clear identity to their descendants. 
· [bookmark: _xrpm3nxrlyfj]So instead of being condemned and punished, they should have honored and praised from all the Israelites. So the delegates returned to Canaan and reported to the Israelites who dropped the weapons and praised God. 
[bookmark: _fd5h5ge6clgg]
[bookmark: _s335pmp734jb]
[bookmark: _j2jnqp5ein6c]3-4, What does this show about all the tribes of Israel?
[bookmark: _49rlce4b0h0y]
· [bookmark: _6wgq4h6mkf98]Both the Western tribes and the Eastern tribes struggle hard to love God and to live as God’s chosen people, together with their children and their children’s children by obeying God’s commands and serving Him with all their heart and soul. 
· [bookmark: _sh8xr37jk3f9]The 12 tribes’ commitment to the truth of God was beautiful and praiseworthy. They all agreed on what the commandments of God demanded. They all took God’s words seriously and genuinely. Literally they were in the same page!
· [bookmark: _3kj3u5x62lji]Otherwise, they probably ended up in a horrible civil war. We should learn their total commitment to God and His commands which glue his people together. 
· [bookmark: _anukzufgmfif]Our prayer topics this year is to keep the unity. How can it be possible? Each one of us first commit ourselves to God and his words. 
· [bookmark: _4v3tfpfq58wt]Otherwise, the unity is very weak and easily broken. Let us be God’s people who cling to truth in this secular generation and have true unity and harmony in the body of Christ. 
· [bookmark: _rnqkpeddeb1w]Let us take Joshua’s words to heart: Keep the commandments, love the Lord your God, walk in obedience to him, hold fast to him and serve him with all your heart and soul.
[bookmark: _6wgq4h6mkf98]
· [bookmark: _6wgq4h6mkf98]But having truth alone is not enough. We also should have a commitment to love. In love, Joshua praised the 2 ½ tribes’ faithfulness in carrying out their mission from God and brotherly love for the Western tribes. 
· [bookmark: _gsu98ugqzoll]Joshua gave great gifts to them so that they could share them with their families. In love, the delegates were sent to them to know what was really going on. 
· [bookmark: _emwbe6oa43oe]In love these delegates asked them to come to Canaan to share the land. In love, they were willing to listen to what they explained. 
· [bookmark: _wgxorif08xze]In love the Eastern tribes kindly answered to the leaders who in turn carefully listened to them. Someone said, “Love listens.” 
· [bookmark: _74upg0pvnshk]No doubt, both parties made mistakes. The Eastern tribes built an altar without giving notice to the Western tribes. 
· [bookmark: _prw49b8vem3o]The Western tribes heard the rumor and prepared themselves for a civil war. But love covered all their mistakes and they finished the meeting with praising God and commitment to one another.
[bookmark: _6wgq4h6mkf98]
[bookmark: _fud8wnau0chr]
[bookmark: _982gvdtdp91k]
[bookmark: _13l61v43xn2k]Conclusion
[bookmark: _hytrzqi7uc7e]
[bookmark: _k7p0nn90539a]   Jesus was on the cross as God of truth and love. According to the truth, Jesus was to be there to pay for our sins because sin demands death. In love he offered himself to pay the price for us. Under Christ’s cross on the basis of both truth and love, we can truly have unity in the body of Christ. 
[bookmark: _dm5meo3003go]
[bookmark: _a7luw588c7q1]One word: Love God with all our hearts!
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Joshua 22:5

But be very careful to keep the commandment
and the law that Moses the servant of the Lord
gave you:to love the Lord your God, to walkin
obedience to him, to keep his commands, to
hold fast to him and to serve him with all your
heart and with all your soul.”




