To us a Child is Born

Isaiah 9:1-7





                  2005 Christmas Lesson 1
Key Verse 9:6

1. In Isaiah 9:1-7, the Prophet Isaiah (who lived about 8 centuries before Christ) foresaw the day of the Savior coming to the land of Israel, and describes the work he came to fulfill. What do the following statements tell us about the meaning of his birth to you?

1) people walking in darkness have seen ‘a great light’;

2) on those living in the shadow of death a light has dawned; 

3) you have enlarged the nation;

4) [you have] increased their joy; 

5) They rejoice before you [as people rejoice at the harvest…]

6) you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressors; and

7) every warrior’s boot... and garment…will be fuel for the fire. 
2. Verse 6 begins with the word “For”. What does this word suggest about the meaning of Jesus’ birth to you today?
3. Verse 6a says that the government will be on his shoulders. What does expression especially “the government” indicate about the role of Jesus as the Savior of the world?

4. Verse 6b describes four titles of the Savior to be born: 1) Wonderful Counselor; 2) Mighty God; 3) Everlasting Father; and 4) Prince of peace. What does each of these titles mean to you? 

5. Verse 7a reads, “Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.” What does this passage tell us about his government? The life of those who live under his rule? 
6. Verse 7b says that he [the Savior] establishes and upholds his kingdom “with justice and righteousness.” What does this passage tell us about the difference between Jesus’ kingdom and the kingdoms of the world? 
7. Verse7c says, “The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.” What does this statement teach us about the promises given to those who put trust in Jesus? 

