Moses, Moses
(The Way of Redemption)
Exodus 3:1-4:17

Key Verse 3:4
When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!" And Moses said, “Here I am.” 
Two Sundays ago we saw how the Lord blessed the faith of a few people and granted a slave nation Israel the hope of redemption. The previous Sunday we studied how this seed of hope grew up. In today’s passage the Lord God called Moses to go to Egypt so that Moses would lead his people out. . In sending Moses, the Lord God revealed to Moses the way of redemption.
Psalm 103:7 reads, “He made known his ways to Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel.” Here “ways” are different from “deeds.” “Ways” refer to the matter of “how to,” whereas “deeds” go to the matter of “what.” The difference is the same as the benefit a father giving to a son by teaching his son “how to drive a car” and the benefit the same father is granting his son by giving his son merely a “ride.”
In our own generation the Lord God is looking for his servants to lead people out of slavery into God’s freedom. Inasmuch as we Christians are willing to participate in the Lord’s will to save people it is imperative for us to know the way of the Lord’s redemption so we can lead people out of the corruption of this world into God’s glorious kingdom. There are four points to consider: 
First, the Lord saves people through people.  
“Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God” (1).
This verse briefly talks about the second part of Moses’ life. Moses lived to be 120. His life can be divided into three periods: first, the first 40 years in Egypt; second, the next 40 years in Midian; and third, the remaining 40 years of his life in mission. In the passage Moses turned 80. So Moses had lived two thirds of his life by this point. For the next forty years the Lord used Moses as a shepherd for the slave nation Israel.   
This observation indicates that in order to produce the exodus for over two million people the Lord God invested in one person Moses for 80 long years. Here we learn the first and perhaps the most fundamental truth on the way of God’s redemption: that is, he saves people through people. From last Wednesday till Friday, I attended a seminar in Monterey, California, where about 60 pastors from all over the world attended. All of them are “great” servants of God. Some of them run mega churches with more than 1,000 in the congregation and an annual budget of over $10 million. Because I was one of the least (if not the least) servants of all, I mostly worked as a servant’s servant, running errands for them, working as a driver, giving rides from the restaurant to the hotel, from the hotel to the airport, etc. Because they were great servants, I was curious about the way they became what they became. So during eating fellowships or break times, I diligently struck up conversations with them and asked them questions: “Pastor, how did you become a Christian?” Their answers had one thing in common: none of them came to the Lord on their own; someone prayed for and shepherded over each of them. 
So each and every day let us pray to lead someone to Christ! Then who knows but that that someone would be the next Moses in this Century?! 

Second, the Lord desires to dwell within a man. 
Look at verses 2-3. “There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. So Moses thought, ‘I will go over and see this strange sight--why the bush does not burn up.’” In reading this passage a question arises, “Why did the Lord appear to Moses in “flames of fire” (And, “Why doesn’t the bush burn up?”). A number of interpretations are possible. However, in view of the context of the book of Exodus, we can say that the Lord God showed Moses this scene in order to display the end picture of redemption, that is, to build a man filled with God’s Spirit, the Spirit of love and power, wisdom and understanding.  
The flames of fire refer to God who is the Spirit. The bush is symbolic of the slave nation Israel. The Lord speaking from within the bush denotes the in-dwelt Spirit of God. 
Ultimately, the Lord speaking from within the bush points to our Lord Jesus Christ who came to be with us. 
Third, the Lord himself will ensure to save his people. 
Let us read verses 4-5. “When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, ‘Moses! Moses!’ And Moses said, ‘Here I am.’ ‘Do not come any closer,’ God said. ‘Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.’”
What the Lord asked Moses to do is quite interesting. Why did the Lord ask Moses to take off his sandals? The immediate answer is because the place he was standing was “holy” ground. In what respect is the land “holy”? Or why is it that as one stands on holy land one has to take off his sandals? 
Again we can find answers to these questions in verses 6-10. “Then he said, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. The Lord said, ‘I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey--the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.’” 

Here the word “I” is repeated seven times, indicating that it is the Lord who made the plan to redeem his people. The place Moses is standing is holy not because of Moses, but because of the Lord’s presence. The word “holy” means “set apart” or “different from”. The Lord is different from man. One of the great differences that stand out the most is his perfection. God is perfect. Man is imperfect. God does what is perfect. The same is true with God’s promise. Once he makes a promise he always keeps it. 
On many occasions we human beings make promises which we cannot keep. So the check bounces. The reason for this is quite obvious: our power is limited. But it is not so with God. God has all powers to fulfill what he says.  

Again the message for us here is: The Lord has already made a decision. From this message we can easily make a guess on what is going to happen to what the Lord has already decided to do, that is, it is going to happen no matter what. Let us say to our neighbors: “no matter what.”  

This means practically that Moses should not take the Lord’s calling upon his life with a relativistic attitude. He should not be wishy-washy about the purpose of the Lord’s calling. He must be absolute in responding to and serving the Lord’s purpose for him. Because God means business, Moses must mean business as well! So the Lord asked Moses to take off his sandals. 
Fourth, the power of redemption.   
Look at verses 11-12. “But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’ And God said, ‘I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.’” 
In verse 10, the Lord said to Moses, “So, now go.” But Moses said, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh?” Moses’ reply indicates that Moses was still afraid of Pharaoh. So let us stop for a moment and think about Pharaoh. 

Pharaoh is symbolic of Satan. At first glance it looks like there are a lot of enemies in this world. But the Bible says that God’s children have only one enemy: Satan. And Satan is the head of all of our enemies. And Satan’s number one agenda is to stop God’s children from coming to and worshiping the Creator God. But the Israelites were too powerless to break the grip of Satan. 
Practically, then, how can a man be set free? Exodus 3:13-4:9 answer the question. In this passage the words “believe” and “listen to” are repeated throughout. This indicates that it is through faith in God (and the words of his promise) that one can be saved. 
In Chapter 4, the Lord gives Moses three promises which Moses was encouraged to believe: the promise to turn a snake into a staff (4:2-5), the promise to turn a leprous hand into a normal hand (4:6-8); and the promise to turn the water of the Nile to blood (4:9). These are called miraculous “signs.” A sign points to something else; these signs are pointers pointing people to Jesus Christ who came to destroy the work of Satan. Here a snake is a reference to Satan who tempts man to sin. Leprosy is symbolic of sin. Water turning into blood is symbolic of God’s changing power for those who believe in His promise. Practically, it is difficult for one to catch a snake by its tail. If you do, the snake will be provoked to turn its fangs to you and bite you to death. So in order for Moses to catch the snake by its tail, Moses needed to have faith in God’s promise. The same is true with the way of salvation. If we believe in God’s promise to forgive our sins in exchange for our faith in Jesus who came to die for our sins, God heals us of all the ill effects of our sins. 
Speaking of the same truth, the Apostle Paul said, “That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved” (Romans 10:9-10).
In Exodus 3:11-4:13, then, we see Moses making a lot of excuses: 
1) Who am I that I should go…(3:11)

2) “[If] they ask me, what shall I tell them”? (3:13)

3) “What if they do not believe me or listen to me…” (4:1)

4) “O Lord, I have never been eloquent…” (4:10; cf. Acts 7;22)

5) “O Lord, please send someone else to do it” (4:13)
These excuses show that Moses looked at himself rather than the Lord. So the Lord persuaded him to rely on the Lord, not on Moses’ own abilities. Likewise, when we put trust in the Lord and not in our own abilities, such as the ability to talk, the Lord will enable us to experience the power of redemption, a complete release from the grip of sin and experience the joy of salvation. 
In conclusion, let us read the key verse again. “When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, ‘Moses! Moses!’” And Moses said, “Here I am.” 
Now the Lord has revealed to us the way of salvation. So let us all say, “Here I am.” Let us then say, “Please send me.” 

One word: Here I am
