The Testimonies about Jesus

(The reasons for their unbelief)

John 5:31-47

Key Verse 39b-40

These are the Scriptures that testify about me,
yet you refuse to come to me to have life.

· In the previous passage, Jesus proclaimed to the Jews that he is equal with God the Father. Truly, Jesus is the divine Son of God. In today’s passage, Jesus introduced four witnesses who testify that Jesus is equal with God:

(1) John the Baptist; (2) The Works of Jesus; (3) God the Father; (4) Scripture. 

· Today’s passage displays Jesus’ incredible love and patience for the Jews who wanted to kill him. In divine love, he diagnoses that they have no spiritual life in them. He helps them to identify the symptoms of their deadness – to identify the inner forces which were the cause of their refusal to accept the incontrovertible testimony concerning his identity as God and Savior:


(1) No love of God in their hearts.

(2) Accepting praise from men.


(3) Making no effort to obtain praise from God.

(4) Not believing the Scriptures.

May God open our hearts and ears to accept the testimonies about Jesus!
1.
Read verses 31-35.
ANSWER:

Joh 5:31-35  "If I testify about myself, my testimony is not valid.  32  There is another who testifies in my favor, and I know that his testimony about me is valid.  33  "You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth.  34  Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved.  35  John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light.
What did Jesus testify about himself in the previous passage? (17-18)
ANSWER:

Joh 5:17-18  Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working."  18  For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.

· He was calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.

· Jesus testified that he is equal with God (Jn 5:17-18).
· Jesus told the Jews that he is the divine Son of God (that he is God) (19-30).
· Jesus testified also that he is the Savior, the giver of spiritual life (Jn 5:25, 21).

Under what condition would his testimony not be valid? (31, Deut 19:15)
ANSWER:

Joh 5:31  "If I testify about myself, my testimony is not valid.

Deu 19:15  One witness is not enough to convict a man accused of any crime or offense he may have committed. A matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.

· It would not be valid if there were no other witnesses to support it
. To be precise, Jesus’ testimony about himself was not sufficient alone to establish his claim in a court of law. The Jews need two or three witnesses in order to confirm a certain thing, according to Deu 19:15 and Num 35:30.
· But Jesus had far more than his own testimony to furnish as evidence. Jesus calls forth four absolutely credible witnesses who will testify that he is equal to the Father. But the Jews will reject these witnesses and their testimony.
What was the testimony of John the Baptist? (33, Jn 1:6,7,15,29,34)
ANSWER:

Joh 5:33  "You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth.

Joh 1:6-7  There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  7  He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe.

Joh 1:15  John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, `He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'"

Joh 1:29  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

Joh 1:34  I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God."

· He testified that Jesus is the Messiah. Specifically, he said:
· Jesus is eternal; he was before John (Jn 1:15, 1:1) 

· Jesus is worthy of all (Jn 1:27, 3:31; Rev 5:12) 

· Jesus is the Lamb of God (Jn 1:29)
· Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit (Jn 1:33)
· Jesus is the Son of God (Jn 1:34)
· When Jesus said, “You have sent to John”, he was referring to the event in which the Jewish authorities had sent a delegation to John the Baptist to ask him who he was (Jn 1:19-28). John the Baptist testified that he was the one sent by God to prepare the way for the Messiah
. 
· By sending this delegation to John, the Jewish leaders admitted that he was a man whose great influence and authority and testimony they could not ignore. Jesus now reminds them of the message from John which they did not want to hear.
Why did Jesus mention John the Baptist? (34)
ANSWER:

Joh 5:34  Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved.

· He mentioned the testimony of John so that his enemies may believe it and be saved. 

· Christ’s love is shown here. He desired to save his enemies who wanted only to kill him (Jn 5:18; Eze 33:11; 2Pe 3:9; 1Ti 2:4).
· Divine power restrained them thus far from stoning him as he spoke of his identity with the intent to save them (Jn 7:30; Mat 21:46). As his spoke of himself as God so unmistakably and clearly, their ears could only hear of blasphemy (Lev 24:16; Jn 10:33) even though he held out the words of life which could save them (Jn 8:24, 3:19).

· Compassion and mercy was in Jesus’ heart, but the hearts of those to whom he spoke had no room for what he said; their hearts were aflame with desire to kill him (18; Jn 8:44). In a couple years, God would remove his restaining hand and allow them to carry out their desire.
· Jesus said these words for their benefit, not his own. He himself did not accept human testimony or have any need of it because:
· Jesus is God whose glory fills the earth (Isa 6:3; Jn 12:41).
· Jesus knew where he came and he was going (Jn 8:14).

· Some receive saving faith in Jesus Christ after listening another person's testimony (Jn 4:39).
· Personal testimony is used by God powerfully to save others.

What was Jesus’ comment about John? (35)
ANSWER:

Joh 5:35  John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light.

· John was a lamp (35)
· Jesus gave a brief evaluation of John the Baptist's ministry.

· John was not the true light but a lamp, only a witness to the light (1:8-9).
· God sent John as a lamp to make Jesus’ identity visible to everyone, including the Jews to whom Jesus now spoke (Jn 1:7; Psa 132:17).

· John had burned with the holy fire of zeal for God but the Jews to whom Jesus now spoke had unholy, sinful desire burning within them (18). His life was a powerful, beautiful lamp light which attracted the people to come to him from out from darkness (Mat 3:5).
· John was (in the past) a lamp. This would suggest that John the Baptist was now in prison
.
· The Jews enjoyed his light temporarily. 

· Both the Jewish leaders and the populace were excited at first and hoped that John might be their Messiah (Luk 3:15; Jn 1:20-21; Mat 3:5).
· They wrongly expected that the Messiah was going to be a political king who would restore their nation to the glory, power and prosperity it had in the times of David, overthrowing Rome and regaining its dominion over the surrounding Gentile nations (Mat 22:43-46, 20:20-23; Acts 1:6; 2Sa 7:12-16; Jn 6:15, 5:43b).

· The enthusiasm of the Jewish leaders over John was only temporarily (Luk 7:30; Mat 11:18, 21:32). 
· They stopped enjoying his light when he preached that they were a brood of vipers in danger of God’s wrath and that it made no difference that Abraham was their father (Mat 3:7-10; 21:32).

· They stopped enjoying his light when he pointed out that they needed Jesus, the spotless lamb, to take away their filthy sins (Jn 1:29) and that all their self-righteous, legalistic observance of their human traditions wasn’t good enough to get them into heaven. 

· John’s rebuke to the Jewish leaders was particularly sharp because they were the most responsible for the corruption of that generation, leading people to hell and shutting the doors of heaven in men’s faces (Mat 15:14, 23:13-15, 33).
· John's witness to Jesus' identity was true, but it had little continuing impact on the general populace. People flocked to Jesus but remained in darkness about his true identity (Mat 16:13-14, 13:13; Jn 1:11; Isa 53:3).
2.
Read verses 36-40.
ANSWER:

Joh 5:36-40  "I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me.  37  And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form,  38  nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent.  39  You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me,  40  yet you refuse to come to me to have life.
What is the weightier testimony about Jesus? (36-38)
ANSWER:

Joh 5:36-38  "I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me.  37  And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form,  38  nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent.

· The testimony of his works. 
· This was the second witness concerning Jesus' identity as the Son of God -- a witness which was far weightier than John's witness.
· These works included the miraculous signs he was doing (especially, healing the man who had been an invalid for 38 years in verses 8-9).
· Jesus’ works were the fulfillment of OT prophecies about the Messiah (Mat 11:4-5).
· The deaf will hear and the blind will see (Isa 9:1-2; 29:18; 32:3-4 and Mk 8:25; Mat 15:31).
· The lame will leap and the mute will speak (Isa 35:6 and Jn 5:8-9; Mk 7:35).
· The captives will be free from prison (Isa 42:7; Mat 9:9; Jn 8:32; Ro 8:2, 8:15; 2Co 3:17).
· These works included all of Jesus' activities, 

· His miracles, his life of perfect obedience, and his work of redemption on the cross.

· Every aspect of the works of Jesus testified to the deity of Jesus. Jesus’ teachings, his righteous life, compassion, and mighty miracles bore clear witness to who he was, where he came from, and who sent Him.

· The testimony of God the Father. This was the third witness concerning Jesus' identity.

· At the baptism of Jesus, God the Father testified of Jesus (Lk 3:22).
· God the Father will, in a little over a year from now, testify a second time about his Son at the transfiguration of Jesus on the mountain (Mk 9:7). 
· God the Father will testify a third time in Jn 12:28.

Why did the Jews study the Scriptures? (39a)
ANSWER:

Joh 5:39  You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me,

· The Jews diligently studied the Scriptures to possess eternal life and memorized vast portions of Scripture.
· Because they believed that studying it would bring them life
.

· Because they believed that they could earn eternal life through their efforts. 

· Because they believed eternal life (salvation) was by work, by self righteousness. 

· How to possess eternal life: through Jesus, not through diligent bible study. 

· To the Jews, bible study became an end in itself to possess eternal life. 

· Bible study is not an end but a means to know Jesus who is the source of life. 

· Eternal life comes through Jesus, not through bible study. 

· We can come to know Jesus through bible study. 
· Nevertheless, diligent, prayerful bible study and Scripture meditation and memorization is very spiritually enriching when it is done properly and with the right aim to know Jesus, the source of life.
Who do the Scriptures testify about? (39b)
ANSWER:

Joh 5:39  You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me,

· The Scriptures are talking about Jesus (Lk 24:27, Jn 1:45, Acts 17:2,3; 28:23).
· Jesus is the promised Messiah, King, Savior, Redeemer and incarnation of God according to the Scriptures.

· Sometimes the OT Scriptures literally describe Jesus and sometimes symbolically. 

· The following is a brief (not exhaustive) listing of references about Jesus from the OT Scriptures (See also question 3 for Moses’ testimony about Jesus):
(1) Genesis: Offspring of the woman (Gen 3:15 and Mat 1:18)

            Offspring of Abraham (Gen 12:7; 22:18; 24:7 and Gal 3:16)

(2) Exodus: The Passover lamb (Exo 12 and Jn 1:29)

            Manna (Exo 16:14-35 and Jn 6:32-33,58)
            The Rock and fountain of life (Exo 17:6 and  Jn 7:37-38; 1Co 10:4)

(3) Leviticus: Sacrificial offerings (Lev 1-7 and Heb 10:1,3-4,10)
(4) Numbers: The serpent in the wilderness (Num 21:4-9 and Jn 3:14-15)
(5) Deuteronomy: A prophet (Deu 18:15 and Act 3:22-23)
(6) 2 Samuel: Offspring of David (2Sa 7:12-16 and Mat 1:1)
(7) Psalms: 
            Son of God, divine King (Psa 2:7-9, 45:6-7 and Mat 2:2; Jn 1:49; Heb 1:8-9) 

            Resurrection from the dead (Psa 16:8-11 and Acts 2:31; Mk 16:6) 

            The Messiah’s suffering and death (Psa 22:1,6,16,18

                        and Mat 27:46, 27:35-39; Jn 19:23-28)
            King and Priest (Psalm 110:1-4 and Mat 22:43-46; Acts 2:34-35,

                        Eph 1:20; Heb 5:6, 7:17,21)
            Capstone (Psa 118:22 and 1Pe 2:7)  
(8) Isaiah: 
            Immanuel/ Virgin Birth (Isa 7:14 and Mat 1:23; Jn 1:14)

            The Stone to stumble over (Isa 8:14 and Ro 9:33; 1Pe 2:8)
            The Great Light (Isa 9:2 and Mat 4:13-16; Lk 1:78,79; Jn 1:4, 1:9, 8:12, 12:35) 

            The Child with 4 names (Isa 9:6-7 and 1Co 1:24; Php 2:6-11; Heb 13:8; Jn 16:33)
            The incarnation of YHWH (Isa 40:3 and Mat 3:3; Jn 1:14)

            The Suffering Servant (Isa 53:7-11 and 1Pe 2:24) 

            The Redeemer (Isa 59:20 and Ro 11:26-27)
(9) Jeremiah:

            The Branch who is YHWH (Jer 23:5-6 and Ro 9:5)

(10) Ezekiel: Messiah gives new life (Eze 36:25-28 and Jn 3:5; 2Co 5:17)
(11) Daniel:
            Son of Man (Dan 7:13-14 and Mat 19:28, 24:30; Mk 13:26)

            The Risen Lord (Dan 6:17, 21-23 and Mat 27:66, 28:6)

(12) Hosea: Son out of Egypt (Hos 11:1 and Mat 2:14-15) 

(13) Jonah: 3 days in a fish (Jonah 1:17 and Mat 12:40-41; Mk 8:31, 9:31; 1Co 15:3-4) 

(14) Micah: Birth place (Bethlehem) (Mic 5:2, Mat 2:4-5)

(15) Zechariah: 
            King riding on a donkey (Zec 9:9-10 and Mat 21:5)
            God coming to dwell (Zec 2:10-11 and Col 2:9)
            The crucified God (Zec12:10 and Acts 20:28)

(16) Malachi: 
            The Messenger of the covenant (Mal 3:1 and Mat 11:10; Heb 9:15)
            The Sun of Righteousness (Mal 4:2 and Lk 1:78, Jn 1:4, Rev 21:23, 22:5) 
            The coming of Elijah; forerunner of the Messiah (Mal 4:5 and Mat 11:14) 

What is the problem of the Jews? (37-40)
ANSWER:

Joh 5:37-40  And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form,  38  nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent.  39  You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me,  40  yet you refuse to come to me to have life.

· Jesus’ verdict was this: They were dead in their sin (40; Eph 2:1). They needed him to have life.
· Jesus, the Son, is the final and complete revelation of the Father (Heb 1:1-2). But the Jews did not accept him because they did not accept what the Father himself had testified prior to that time about Jesus in order to prepare them for Jesus
. 
· They had never heard the Father’s voice (37). This was shown by the fact that they did not hear the voice of God through Jesus (Jn 14:10b, 12:49). 
· They had never seen God’s form (37). This was shown by the fact that they did not see God the Father in Jesus (Jn 12:45).
· They did not have the living word of God dwelling in them even though they memorized the Scriptures (38-39). This was shown by the fact that they rejected Jesus, the incarnate Word.
· The dead do not hear or see or understand anything. Likewise, the Jews to whom Jesus spoke were shown to be dead to God by their failure to hear or see of God in Jesus or accept Jesus the Word (Deu 29:4; Jer 4:22, 5:21; Jn 8:43,47).

· Despite all the testimony presented to them concerning Jesus, the Jews did not: (1) believe in Jesus; and (2) come to Jesus (38, 40, 6:35b).
· They refused to believe and repent. Their rejection was willfull and purposeful. It was not because the evidence was insufficient. They did this because they were corrupted and dead and therefore loved darkness and hated the light of truth (Jn 3:19-20).
· The Jews should have loved Jesus who was the exact representation of the Father (Heb 1:3; Jn 8:42) and should have made ready by the Father to eagerly receive him and his truth as did those who were waiting for the Messiah like Simeon (Luk 2:25-32), Anna (Luk 2:36-38), Philip (Jn 1:45), and the tax-collectors and prostitutes who received John’s baptism (Mat 21:32), etc.. 
· The Jews were instead waiting for a political Messiah (43).
· Again, Jesus’ aim was to have them become sensitized to their pitiful state (34b; Acts 2:37).
3.
Read verses 41-44.
ANSWER:

Joh 5:41-44  "I do not accept praise from men,  42  but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts.  43  I have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him.  44  How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God?
Why didn’t the Jews accept Jesus? (42-44)
ANSWER:

Joh 5:42-44  but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts.  43  I have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him.  44  How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God?

· Because of their darkened, sinful state of mind, they were rendered incapable of accepting him (44; Jn 3:20; Jer 13:23).
· Jesus helped them identify their symptoms of their spiritual deadness. Their specific sins were:
· They had no love of God in their hearts (42; 1Jn 2:15b) even though they professed to love him more than anyone.
· God was not the object of their adoration and worship and delight.
· They did not have eyes to see of God’s splendor and worthiness (Pro 21:4; Mat 6:23).
· They accepted praise from one another (44; Mat 23:5-7; Psa 36:1-2).
· They diligently studied the Scriptures to become respected rabbis and obtain man’s praise.
· They made no effort to obtain the praise from God (44). 

· They enjoyed man’s honor and recognition, not the honor from God. They were slaves to it.
· They sought what is popular (man’s glory), not what is true (glory from God). 

· They sought their own glory, their own ways (not the glory of God).
· They did not seek what is true (God, God’s way, God’s glory).
What should we do in order to believe in Jesus? (42, 44b)
ANSWER:

Joh 5:42  but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts.

Joh 5:44b  yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God?

· We should trust and obey his words (Jn 2:5, 7:17, 3:21, 8:31-32). Specifically:
· We should not accept praise from men (41, 44a).
· God is the source of any light that might shine forth from us sinners for which we might be praised by men (Mat 5:16; Php 2:13). So with this faith, we can give God the glory rather than accepting man’s praise and admiring ourselves (1Co 4:7).
· We should make every effort to obtain the praise from God by doing what pleases him according to his word (44b). 

· We should seek God’s honor (Jn 7:18; Pro 25:27).
· We should have the love of God in our hearts (42).

· Those who have Jesus’ commands and obey them are the ones who truly love Jesus (Jn 14:21). Jesus shows the glory of himself to such persons so that they may have the love and adoration and delight of him in their hearts.
· Love for God in our hearts is a miracle which comes from above. It comes from the revelation of how God first showed his love for us sinners (1Jn 4:19, 7).

How is Jesus different from the Jews? (41-44)
ANSWER:

Joh 5:41-44  "I do not accept praise from men,  42  but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts.  43  I have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him.  44  How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God?
· Jesus does not accept praise from sinful men (41; Jn 2:24-25; Mat 22:16-18). 
· Jesus rejected the praise from Nicodemus (Jn 3:2-3).

· But Jesus does accept the true worship of God’s children (Jn 5:23, 4:23; Mat 28:17, 9; Jn 9:38; Php 3:3).
· Jesus came in his Father’s name (43b).
· He did not come in his own name.
· Jesus came for the glory of his Father (Jn 8:50, 54).
· Jesus made every effort to obtain the praise from God (Jn 8:29b).
· Jesus sought the praise from God, God’s approval.
· Jesus has the love of God in his heart (Jn 14:31).
· The Jews did not have God’s love in their hearts.
4.
Read verses 45-47.
ANSWER:

Joh 5:45-47  "But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set.  46  If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.  47  But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?"
Who would accuse the Jews? (45)  
ANSWER:

Joh 5:45  "But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set.

· Moses.
· The Jews professed to follow Moses but, in reality, they did not follow him at all (Jn 7:19; Acts 7:53; Gal 6:13).
· Moses told them that the Prophet (Messiah) was coming and they should listen to him (Deut 18:15-19).
· But the Jews rejected Jesus.
· Moses had urged the Jews to follow the law,
· But they had broken the law throughout their history.

· Moses never taught that the Law was an end in itself.

· But the Jews believed that they could earn salvation by keeping the laws.
· They had set their hope on Moses in that respect (45).
· They foolishly hoped in Moses rather than in the One whom Moses told them to prepare for and receive.
Why? (46b)
ANSWER:

Joh 5:46b  for he wrote about me.

· Moses will accuse them because he wrote about Jesus.
· If they had really believed Moses, they would also have believed Jesus.

· What did Moses write about Jesus? The following is a partial list:

(1) Offspring of woman: Gen 3:15 and Mat 1:18.

(2) Seed: Gen 12:7; 22:18; 24:7: and Gal 3:16.

(3) Priest of the Order of Melchizedek: Gen 14:18 and Heb 7:1-3.

(4) Lamb of God: Gen 22:8 and Jn 1:29, Jn 8:56.

(5) Jacob’s ladder: Gen 28:12 and Jn 1:51.

(6) Ruling with a scepter: Gen 49:10 and Psa 2:9, Rev 2:27; 19:15.

(7) I AM: Exo 3:14 and Jn 4:26, 8:58.

(8) The Passover lamb: Exo 12 and Jn 1:29.

(9) Manna: Exo 16:14-35 and Jn 6:32-33,58.

(10) The Bondservant: Exo 21:5-6: and Psa 40:6-8, Heb 10:5-10.

(11) God Dwelling with Man: Exo 25:8 and Jn 1:14, Rev 21:3.


(12) The Tabernacle (temple): Exo 25-27, 36-38 and Jn 2:19-21, Heb 10:20.

(13) High Priest: Exo 28, 29, 39 and Jn 17:9, Heb 9:11.

(14) Sacrificial offerings: Lev 1-7 and Heb 10:1,3-4,10.

(15) The Day of Atonement: Lev 16:29-30 and Rom 3:25, Heb 7:27.


(16) The Rock: Num 20:8-12 and 1Co 10:4 .

(17) Moses and the serpent in the Wilderness: Num 21:4-9 and Jn 3:14-15.

(18) The Star: Num 24:17 and Mat 2:2.

(19) The cities of Refuge: Num 35:6, Deut 4:41, Psa 119:114 and Heb 6:18, Ro 6:23b.

(20) The Prophet: Deut 18:15 and Acts 3:22-23.
What didn’t the Jews believe? (47)
ANSWER:

Joh 5:47  But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?"

· They did not believe Moses’ writings (Pentateuch).
· They did not believe Moses and they did not receive the testimony of Moses. 

· Had they paid attention to Moses, they would have felt conviction for their sin and would have been eager to receive the Savior (Gal 3:24; Ro 3:20b).
· Because they rejected Moses’ writing (God’s word), they rejected Jesus’ words (God’s word). Consequently, no amount of weighty proofs Jesus mustered could ever persuade them (Luk 16:29-31).
In Conclusion, Jesus is our God and Savior. John the Baptist testified that Jesus is the Messiah. All Jesus’ works testified that Jesus is God. God the Father testified Jesus is the Son of God. The Scriptures testify that Jesus is the promised Messiah and is God. Praise God who has furnished us with such an abundance of weighty and powerful testimony to open our hearts to believe and come to Jesus (repent) that we may have life!
� In Jn 8:14, Jesus seems to say the direct opposite: “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid...” However, on that occasion his opponents were contesting his claim to be the light of the world. Jesus is the one and only witness whom the Father has sent down from heaven to provide us with divine light concerning himself. God was not required to send down a second or third witness about himself to satisfy the Jew’s unreasonable demand for more evidence. Furthermore, as the divine light of the world, Jesus’ testimony by itself is valid, not because it met the requirement for lawcourt evidence, but because it was the testimony of God himself whose testimony about anything is always completely trustworthy and accurate and incontestible. Note also that the divine light of Jesus is self-attesting, for the Spirit whom he has given us testifies that his word is truth (1Jn 5:10; Acts 5:32; Jn 15:26). 


� John the Baptist, however, did not tell the delegation on that day who the Messiah was. Not until the next day did he identify Jesus as the Messiah (Jn 1:29-34). No doubt, the Jews knew of what he said.


� Possibly John the Baptist had been put in prison four months ago. This would be true if: (1) the event in Jn 4:3 corresponds to Mat 4:12, John’s imprisonment; (2) there were really 4 months before the barley harvest as suggested in Jn 4:35; and (3) the feast in 5:1 was the Passover.


� “Certainly there is ample external evidence that support this reading of Jewish motivation: e.g. Hillel affirms that the more study of the law, the more life, and that if a man gains for himself words of the law he has gained for himself life in the world to come (Pirke Aboth 2:7).”  (D. A. Carson, The Gospel according to John, Pg 263).


� It makes a huge difference how we interpret the word “for” in the last clause of verse 38. If we interpret this as meaning ‘because’, then Jesus is saying that, ‘because’ they don't believe in him, the Jews had never seen or heard the Father or received his word. This is a true statement but it makes no contribution the overall point Jesus is trying to make. He is trying to show why the Jews failed to believe in him despite the evidence (i.e., the testimony of the Father himself, v. 37a). So it makes more sense to interpret this word “for” as meaning ‘as shown by’. Thus, Jesus is saying that the Jews don't accept the evidence because of their darkened state of mind ‘as shown by’ the fact they don't believe in him. Carson weighs in on this issue, saying, “...Jesus is the fulfilment of all the antecedent revelation. Failure to believe in Jesus is therefore compelling evidence that, however exacting the scholarship that was studying that revelation, the revelation itself had not been absorbed, understood, obeyed. In the last clause of v. 38, for you do not believe the one he sent, the conjunction for should therefore be taken as introducing the conclusive evidence in support of the triple indictment, rather than as the cause of the spiritual and moral failure of Jesus’ interlocutors.”  (D. A. Carson, The Gospel according to John, Pg 263).
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