 A MOTHER’S PRAYER

1 Samuel 1:1-2:11

Key Verse 1:28

	1.
	In 1 Samuel 1:1-8 the expression “the Lord had closed her womb” is repeated twice. What does this suggest about the solution to similar problems which God’s people may encounter? 



	2.
	In verses 9-18 the title “your servant” is repeated four times.  What does this tell us about Hannah?  Why is this attitude important to keep from falling into the devil’s snares?


	3.
	Consider the way Hannah prayed to the Lord.  What can we learn about prayer from the following descriptions concerning Hannah’s prayer?
1) Hannah stood up (9)

2) In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the Lord (10)

3) She made a vow (11)

4) “O Lord Almighty” (11)

5) Hannah was praying in her heart (12)

6) “I was pouring out my soul to the Lord” (15)

7) Her face was no longer downcast (18)



	4.
	Verse 19 states that it was because “the Lord remembered her” that Hannah became pregnant.  What does this teach us about the power of prayer? (11, 20) 


	5.
	In verses 21-23, what shows that Hannah sincerely cherished her son Samuel?  Why did she dedicate her son to the Lord?  What can we learn from Hannah about the way to manage the blessings we receive from God? 


	6.
	In 1 Samuel 2:1-10, Hannah offered a prayer of thanks to the Lord.  What wisdom can we find in it about the way to handle the challenges of life, such as conflict with people, lack of fruit, or poverty? (1-2, 6-8, 9b) 


	7.
	After dedicating Samuel to the Lord, how did Hannah continue to pray for him? (1 Samuel 2:19)  How did the Lord reward her for her sacrifice? (2:21)


