Rejoice that You Participate in the Sufferings of Christ
1 Peter 4:7-19 

Key Verse 13

But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ,  so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.
In this passage, we will think about two things. 


(1) Biblical Attitudes in sufferings

(2) Biblical Behaviors in sufferings
May God richly bless us and grant us the spirit of wisdom so that we may have a right attitude in times of suffering and do what is right for his glory. 

1. Read verses 7-9. What is near? (7a) What should we do in order to pray? (7b) Why should we love each other deeply above all? (8) How should we offer hospitality? (9)

1-1) Read verses 7-9

7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 

1-2) What is near? (7a) 

7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.
a) The end of all things


Every material thing has the end in this world. 

b) Awareness of the end of the ages will make us to change the direction of our life. 


We live in the light of Jesus’ return. 


Apostle Peter reminds us that the return of Jesus is imminent.


Throughout church history, believers lived with awareness of the end of the ages. 



God wants us to live with awareness of the end of the ages. 

God wants us to live with this sense of urgency regarding Jesus’ return. 

1-3) What should we do in order to pray? (7b)

7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. 

a) Pray  


There are forces in the world to make you from prayer.



If you find anything which prevents you from prayer, get rid of it.



Get out of the addiction to the world.   

If we really believe that we live in the last days, we will give ourselves to prayer. 



The return of Jesus Christ does not mean that we just wait for him doing nothing. 

The return of Jesus Christ should lead us to the watchful prayer. 

b) Sense of urgency (v7a)

The return of Jesus is imminent and the glory of God will be revealed. 

Soon and very soon, our time to save souls is coming to an end. 

If we have eternal perspective on life, nothing is more important than to pray to God. 

c) Clear minded (v7b)


Knowing the ultimate goal of God makes our mind to be cleared. 


This will clear all the unnecessary worry about success or achievements in this world.


Change of our mind is the beginning of our sanctification and of prayer life. (Rom 12:2)

d) Self-controlled (v7b)

The time of end of all things can be complicated, challenging and confusing to us. 

We should overcome the emotional up and down. 

Our attitude for prayer will be serious and watchful. 

1-4) Why should we love each other deeply above all? (8)

8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 

a) Love deeply. 


Deeply: Literal meaning is to be stretched with maximum output. 


We should love each other (fellow believers) with our maximum efforts. 

In light of eternity, we must have fervent love for other believers.

b) Love covers over a multitude of sins. 


This does not mean we should ignore the discipline of a sinning believer. 


This means that love always be ready to forgive insults and unkindness. 


We need to hold onto the forgiving love of Jesus even to the point of death. 



There is no way we can love those who have multitude of sins without Jesus. 

c) Without love, every word and/or action will be misunderstood suspiciously. 


It will cause division and grudge in the hearts of believers. 

1-5) How should we offer hospitality? (9)

9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 

a) Offer hospitality.


Offering hospitality to others is practical act of love. (Heb 13:1,2; Exo 22:21)

 
Opening their home for other needy believers was common practice at that time. 



Hospitality is like oasis in the desert-like world. 

b) Without grumbling: gladly
We do not have time to grumble. 



The end of all things is coming; our life time will end soon. 

We must grow up like Jesus. 

Jesus is coming and we did not become more like Jesus yet



Practical services give us opportunities to grow up spiritually. 

2. Read verses 10-11. How should each one use his or her gift? (10) How should anyone speak and serve? (11a) What should be our ultimate goal in our speaking and serving? (11b) 

2-1) Read verses 10-11

10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

2-2) How should each one use his or her gift? (10) 

10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.
a) Every believer has received spiritual gift(s) from God. 


i) Spiritual gift is graciously given, sovereignly designed ability for every believer. 



Spiritual gift is given, not earned or pursued. (1 Cor 12:4,7,11,18) 



We do not own the gift. We are just stewards. 



Spiritual gifts are not for the exaltation of the person with the gifts. 

ii) Spiritual gifts are different from natural talents. 

Natural talents are given to unbelievers and believers alike. 



Spiritual gifts are given only to believers by God the Holy Spirit. 

b) We should use our spiritual gifts to serve others faithfully 


We should use our gifts for the benefit of others in the church. (1 Cor 12:7) 



Spiritual gifts enable believers to edify each other effectively and to honor God. 

c) We should administer God’s grace in its various forms. 


God’s designs for these gifts are various. 

We have huge responsibility to use our spiritual gifts for the church and for his glory.  

2-3) How should anyone speak and serve? (11a)

11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

a) Spiritual Gifts in general. 

i) Speaking (verbal) gifts (Rom 12:6-8, 1Cor 12) 



Gift of (Prophesying): ability to understand and speak God’s truth

Gift of Teaching: ability to explain the word of God with skill and insight. 

Gift of Encouraging: ability to encourage people with deep understanding.

Gift of Wisdom/Knowledge: ability to understand the life Biblically.

Gift of Discernment: ability to distinguish spirits. 

ii) Serving (nonverbal) gifts (Rom 12:6-8, 1Cor 12)



Gift of Leadership: ability to lead/ administer the church even in time of trials.



Gift of Faith: ability to pray/to endure the hardship with unwavering faith

Gift of Serving: ability to serve others with humble hearts and cheerful minds

Gift of Giving; ability to give things sacrificially to those who are in needs

Gift of Mercy: ability to show compassion on people who are in needs

iii) (Prophecy), Miracles, healing, tongues and interpretation of tongues



Some believe these gifts were temporary sign gifts. (Conservative perspective)



Others believe these gifts still exist. (Charismatic perspective) 

b) Usage of Spiritual gifts. 


i) Speaking gifts: speak the very words of God. 



People with speaking gifts do not share their personal opinions. 



Messengers/Speakers must speak the very words of God, the words of God only. 


ii) Serving gifts; serve with the strength God provides. 



People with serving gifts always depend on God, His power and guidance.



We serve other believers with the strength from God.  



And then, we give all the glory to God because it is from Him and for Him.  



This is basic principle of serving others in the church. 

2-4) What should be our ultimate goal in our speaking and serving? (11b) 

11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

a) God may be praised in all things through Jesus Christ. 

We praise God in our speaking. 

We glorify God in our services. 

We exalt God in our actions. 

b) Even in the end time, our ultimate life goal does not change. 


Whatever we do, we do all for the glory of God. (1 Cor 10:31)


We can overcome trials because we seek to give glory and the power to Him forever. 

3. Read verses 12-14. Should we be surprised at painful trials we are suffering? (12) What should be our attitude toward painful trials? (13a) What will happen to us when Jesus’ glory is revealed? (13b) Why are we blessed when we are insulted for Christ’s sake? (14)

3-1) Read verses 12-14

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.

3-2) Should we be surprised at painful trials we are suffering? (12) 

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 

a) No surprise at the trial


Trials even painful trials are normal in the life of believers. 


Unbelievers are expecting wealthy, healthy, comfortable life here on earth. 

But believers are expecting persecution and trials here on earth. 

b) Our common responses to the painful trial

Surprised (12): because expecting easy going life 

Sad/Depressed (13): because living pleasure seeking life

Ashamed (16): because not knowing the real purpose of life. 

Complaining to God (16): because not knowing God’s will

Stop doing good (19): because having wrong motive to live. 

3-3) What should be our attitude toward painful trials? (13a)

13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.

a) Expecting the trial (12) 

Because suffering is not strange to believers and is a part of believers’ life.

There should be persecution in the life of believers. (2Tim 3:12)

If there is no persecution in life, probably something is wrong.  

b) Rejoicing in the suffering. (13-14): 

i) Understanding the meaning of suffering. 

Our sufferings are ways for us to participate in the sufferings of Christ. 

Jesus’ suffering made all of us to be forgiven and saved from the wrath of God. 


God makes us holy and saves others through our sufferings in His sovereignty. 


3-4) What will happen to us when Jesus’ glory is revealed? (13b)

13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.

a) Perceiving the future glory of Christ

Our trials are ways for us to participate in the glory of Christ. 

We participate in the sufferings and glory of Christ 



The future glory is much more than what we can imagine. 

b) Overjoying the glory of Jesus  


To Overjoy the glory of Jesus in the suffering, we need to have real faith in Jesus.  


We should be able to see the future glory and to enjoy it presently.   

Because suffering of Christ is guarantee of future glory.

Therefore rejoice to participate in the sufferings of Christ.   

3-5) Why are we blessed when we are insulted for Christ’s sake? (14)

14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 

a) Rejoicing in the suffering. (13-14): 

Because suffering of Christ is guarantee of future glory.

Therefore rejoice to participate in the sufferings of Christ.   

4. Read verses 15-19. What suffering should be desirable for believers? (15,16a) What should we do when we suffer as a Christian? (16b) What will be the outcome of those who do not obey? (17,18) What then should those who suffer according to God’s will do? (19)

4-1) Read verses 15-19. 

15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.


4-2) What suffering should be desirable for believers? (15,16a) 

14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 

a) Suffering as criminals because of our sins 

We will suffer if we commit sins in the world. 

It could be as a murderer, a thief, any other kind of criminal, or a meddler. 

Not all suffering that Christians experience is suffering in the name of Jesus.

b) Suffering as believers (Christian) because of Jesus 


We will suffer if we live a godly life as believers. (2 Tim 3:12)

We should not be ashamed of this kind of suffering.  



Suffering because of Jesus is blessing. (v14)



Suffering because of Jesus is God’s will. (v19)

Because our suffering confirms that we bear the name of God (his people). 

Therefore, we should praise God for this kind of suffering.

4-3) What should we do when we suffer as a Christian? (16b)

16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 

19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.

a) Praise God. (v16)


When we suffer, it will be easy for us to be discouraged.


When we suffer, we should change our attention to God and praise Him. 


We praise God because God confirms that we bear the name of God.  


Suffering confirms that we are legitimate children of God. 


Suffering confirms that the future glory of Jesus is guaranteed to us. 

4-4) What will be the outcome of those who do not obey? (17,18)

17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”

a) God judges the family of God first in this world.

God uses suffering as a judgment to purify us. 

Suffering in this world is only for purification, not for eternal judgment. 

Just like fire purifies gold, God’s judgment for believers purifies us. 

For believers, the eternal judgment was settled once and for all at the cross. 


Jesus endured all the wrath of God, which believers could ever face. 

b) God will judge the ungodly and the sinners later for eternal judgment. 

God’s judgment for ungodly will punish them forever.

Because they reject the gospel of God. 

4-5) What then should those who suffer according to God’s will do? (19)

19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.

a) Commit ourselves to God (v19)

When we suffer, it will be easy for us to be fearful. 


We should remember that we are created being and God is the faithful Creator. 


Our lives depend on Creator God who will take care of our suffering for our best. 


Therefore we should fully entrust our lives to Him in the time of suffering.  



Obey God and leave all the consequences to Him. (by Charles Stanley)



Committing our souls to God is the only thing we can do in this world.  

b) Continue to do good. (v19)


When we suffer, it will be easy for us to give up everything and just quit. 


Giving up to do good work is easy and it is Satan’s strategy. 


We are created to do good work (Eph 2:10) 

By doing good work, we live according to God’s plan not Satan’s. 

In Conclusion, we should rejoice when we are in suffering because it means that we are qualified to participate the suffering and glory of Jesus. We should continue to do good and commit ourselves to Him. May God strengthen us to have faith in Him rejoicing our suffering in this world.  


